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ST.GEORGE’S DIVINE SERVICES

Saturday, April 26 Bright Saturday
Reading: Acts. 5:12-20; Jn. 20:19-31

NO SERVICE (McKees Rocks)

Sunday, April 27 The Sunday of Saint Thomas
Readings: Acts. 5:12-20; Jn. 20:19-31
9:30 A.M. Divine Liturgy
Supplications will be offered for soldier +Yuriy Hordynskyj,
given by mother Marta

Supplications will be offered for+ Orysia Barshowski, given by Pyptyk’s

After the Ambon Prayer, the Paschal Artos will be broken for distribution, and

the faithful will receive it along with Festal Holy Anointing.

Saturday, May 3 The Holy Martyr Pelagia
Readings: Acts. 6:1-7; Mk. 15:43-16
4:00 P.M. Vigil Divine Liturgy (McKees Rocks)

Sunday, May 4 Sunday of the Ointment Bearers
Readings: Acts. 6:1-17; Mk. 15:43-16
9:30 A.M. Divine Liturgy
Supplications will be offered for+ Michael & Anna Cheresnowsky,
given by Magdalena Cheresnowsky.
Supplications will be offered for +John Bilyk,
given by wife Barbara.
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A week passed, and the disciples again gathered in the house with the doors locked, and this time Thomas was
with them.

Suddenly, Jesus appeared in the room with them.

“Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!"” (John 20:27-28).

Thomas had doubted the others had seen the resurrected Jesus. But when he saw Jesus for himself, and had a
direct personal experience with the risen Lord, that’s when he accepted the resurrection as truth.

Jesus then responded, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed” (v. 29).

What Does This Story Teach Us about Facing Our Own Doubts?

Jesus offered tremendous grace by showing Himself to Thomas in response to Thomas’s doubts. He knew
Thomas wanted evidence, and He confronted this by providing exactly what Thomas sought.

But it’s Jesus’s final words in this scene, noting the blessedness of those who believe without seeing, that is
thought to be the greatest lesson of this story. It’s a statement about faith.

Very few people had the chance to see the resurrected Jesus. Today, we don’t get that opportunity —we believe
because we choose to have faith, because we allow the Holy Spirit to enter us and show us the Truth.

Jesus knew He would be ascending to heaven and that His time on earth was short. His words are surely an
encouragement to those of us who came after these 11 apostles, those who came to faith based on the
testimony of others who shared the Gospel through the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. It’s a nod to all the
other believers who came after these men — believers whose faith transformed the church from a handful to
roughly 2.38 billion Christians across the globe today.

Jesus doesn’t criticize Thomas for his doubt. His words in the original Greek—translated here as “stop doubting
and believe” —are more of an exhortation to join in with the believers than a condemnation.

The whole encounter is a reminder of an earlier story in John 4, when Jesus was asked to heal an official’s son
who was sick and close to death.

“‘Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, ‘you will never believe’” (John 4:48).

Jesus knew that people were doubters, filled with unbelief. He knew they needed to see miracles to accept what
He was offering.

Later, He sent the Holy Spirit, whom He called “the Advocate” to enable the disciples to share Christ throughout
the world.

That’s the lesson here about unbelief: it is fixed with the Holy Spirit.

When we have doubts today, we can ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with the Truth, and it will be done. We can
accept that what John and the other Gospel writers recorded is a gift for us so we can understand what
happened then, and give us hope for tomorrow.

We can also know that we are still loved and not condemned when we have doubts. Jesus understood this was a
natural human condition. He did not condemn Thomas, but He pointed Thomas to the truth. Similarly, through
the Holy Spirit, we are led to the truth.

Thomas can teach us a lot about the importance of faith and the gracious and compassionate love Jesus has for
us all. We can always go to Him—with our doubts, our anger, our worries. And we can rest assured that He will
handle it all

Jessica Brodie, Award-winning Christian Novelist and Journalist. November 17, 2023

April 27, 2025
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Thomas Sunday

The Holy Martyr Simeon,
Relative of the Lord

Festal Tone

Changeable Part: See the special insert
available in the church vestibule.

Announcements:

Today: Thomas Sunday

Today we commemorate the Risen Christ’s appearance to the Apostles and, among
them, to doubting Thomas. Following the Ambon Prayer we will have the prayer for the
breaking of the Artos. At the end of the Divine Liturgy please come forward for the distribution
of the Artos and Festal Anointing-Mirovanya.

Scholarshi
Again this year, the Education Board of St. George’s is happy to announce that students

who are attending or are planning to attend Duquesne University should be aware of the
availability of the Estina Franzak Perpetual Scholarship Fund. The Fund is intended to benefit
students of Ukrainian ethnicity in their studies at Duquesne University. The amount of
scholarship varies. Scholarships are awarded on an academic year basis. Recipients from prior
years will be considered for renewal of awards, provided that they demonstrate satisfactory
academic progress.

For additional details, please see Fr. Igor or Olha Perkun. Applications must be submitted
to the Education Board of St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church by June 1, 2025


https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+20:27-28
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/death-and-resurrection/resurrection/what-proof-is-there-of-the-resurrection-of-jesus.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/4-48.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/author/jessica-brodie/

Pyrohy Update:

We are always looking for ways to sell our delicious home-made pyrohy. This year during Lent,
we were blessed to sell our pyrohy at Assumption Church in Bellevue and St. James Church in
Sewickley. In addition, Good L'Oven Cookie Shops in Bellevue and Ross also sold our
pyrohy. Through these efforts, we have sold 487 dozen in addition to our regular sales for
customers who come to the church hall to purchase pyrohy This will help greatly with our
church expenses. Thank you to our St. George volunteers Patti and Dave Barr, Helen and Irene
Pyptyk and Michael and Vicki Senko who sold pyrohy during the Lenten fish fries at Assumption
Parish.

A Special Thank you!

As a parish family, we would like to extend a special thank you to a wonderful friend of St.
George’s, Karen Rubolino, daughter-in-law of Don and Jane. Karen is a pyrohy volunteer and
has been a tremendous support during Lent. Karen was instrumental in St. George’s selling
pyrohy during Lent at the fish fries at Assumption Church in Bellevue and the Good L’'Oven
Cookie Shops in Bellevue and Ross. Thank you, Karen!

Collection- May God bless you...

The total for Saturday & Sunday of Pascha April 19-20, 2025 was $3,194.00.
(Collection: $2921.00, Loose & candles: $273.00, Ukrainian Aid: $1,543.00 from St. John parish)

*Sincere thanks to all of you for your generous donations during this Paschal Season.

MOTHER’S DAY
Please light a candle in honor/memory of the following

Living Deceased
Living Deceased
Living Deceased

Given By:

Please print each name and circle the correct notation. Red candles will be used for
the Living, White for the deceased. Donation for each candle is $3.00.

* DEADLINE TO ORDER THESE CANDLES: THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2025*

How “Doubting Thomas” Encourages Us to Have Faith, even
When We Feel Skeptical

Have you ever learned something so implausible you simply didn’t
believe it? For example, snow in midsummer, or getting a good
grade on a test you're certain you failed. “Impossible,” you might
utter. “Give me proof”

That’s exactly what happened with one of Jesus’ disciples, a little-

| known man named Thomas who was among the twelve closest to

| Jesus.

The Bible doesn’t tell us much about Thomas other than that he
was also known as Didymus, the Greek word for “twin” and that, on
one occasion at least, he was willing to die for Jesus.

We also know he has been nicknamed “doubting Thomas” because
of an encounter he had with Christ after His resurrection. Who is
doubting Thomas, and what does his story mean for us today?

Who Is Doubting Thomas?

The story of “doubting Thomas” is found in John 20, just after Christ has risen from the dead and has
appeared to the other 10 disciples in a locked room (only Judas Iscariot, the betrayer who ultimately
took his life, and Thomas were absent).

The only thing we know about Thomas, other than his “twin” nickname, is that he was paired with
Matthew the tax collector when Jesus sent them out in pairs to heal and drive out demons (Matthew
10:3), and that he was the sole disciple who seemed ready to sacrifice his life when Jesus wanted to go
back to Judea to heal Lazarus (John 11). In that story, the other disciples questioned Jesus’s decision,
reminding Him that the last time they were there the Jews had wanted to stone Him, but Jesus
insisted.

That’s when Thomas spoke up, telling the other disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him”
(John 11:16).

It is a statement considered both passionate and loyal.

Yet for some reason after Jesus’s death, Thomas was not among the other disciples when the
resurrected Jesus first appeared to them, showing them His pierced hands and side and imparting the
Holy Spirit upon them with His breath.

When Thomas learned about this encounter, we see why he was called “doubting Thomas.”

Why Is Thomas Called “Doubting”?

In John 20:24-29, the other disciples informed him they’d seen the Lord, but he didn’t believe them.
“Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into
his side, | will not believe,” Thomas told them (John 20:25).

He doubted — said he had to see before he believed.


https://www.christianity.com/jesus/death-and-resurrection/resurrection/what-proof-is-there-of-the-resurrection-of-jesus.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/10-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/10-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/lazarus-raised-from-the-dead-bible-story.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/11-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+20:24-29
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/20-25.html

